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KS 2 Year 3

Autumn term                        What does it mean to be a Jew?
	Learning Objectives and Success Criteria
	Main activities
	Resources
	Assessment

	WALT: think about how Jews live their lives.

I can discuss where Jews get their rules from and why they might follow them.

I can create a Diamond 9 out of a selection of rulers given to me, thinking about which are the most and least important and why.
	· What do you already know about Judaism? Record on the board. 

· What would you like to learn about Judaism? Get the children to write it on a post-it note and stick to the board – could do this in the form of a KWL grid. 

· Does anyone know where Judaism comes from? Talk about how Islam, Judaism and Christianity can all trace their roots back to Abraham and so all come from the same places but have slightly different beliefs and practices.

· Together brainstorm a list of societies or schools rules. Where did these come from?

· Talk about how Jews live their lives by many different rules (613 if they are Orthodox!) found in part of their Holy Book called the Torah. If possible get out the Torah and allow children to handle or show them a picture of it- telling them how it is respected and handled properly. Discuss how the first 10 of these are the 10 Commandments – what other religion lives by these?

· What rules would you like to live by in the perfect world? 

· Suggested task: In pairs give the children a Diamond 9 card sort about rules. They have to pick 9 cards and then decide which is the most important and put that at the top. Then which is the least important and put that at the bottom, filling in the other 7 in the middle as a diamond shape. They need to discuss reasons why they have put their cards in those places. Get them to swap with another pair and discuss their reasons or discuss as a class.

· Suggested task: make a Torah scroll with classroom or school rules in it. 
	KWL grid 

Torah

Diamond 9 cards about rules (in the RE cupboard, Year 3 box)
	Sub question: What is the Jewish Holy Book?

AT1, L2 – ‘I can say some things people believe.’
AT2, L2 –‘I can talk about what is important to me and to others with respect for their feelings. ‘

AT2, L3 –‘I can link things that are important to me and other people with the way I think and behave.’

	WALT: understand the Jewish dietary laws (kashrut).

I can understand where kashrut comes from and what it means for Jews.

I can take part in a debate thinking about whether or not Jews should follow kashrut and why. 
	· Bring in a selection of foods (some known and unknown ones) and ask the children which they have eaten and if there are any that they wouldn’t eat and why.

· What foods to do like and dislike and why?

· Show the children pictures of the foods that Jews can eat and read them parts of Leviticus Chapter 11 which tells them what things they can and can’t eat. Explain that foods that they can eat are called kosher. 

· Ask the children to identify which of the foods you have Jews could and couldn’t eat. 

· Explain how the Jewish dietary laws (called kashrut) are often without reason for example they are not allowed to cook meat and milk together, to the extent in which different utensils and areas of the kitchen have to be used. 

· Suggested task: Debate – should Jews follow the dietary laws even though they often seem without reason just because they believe God said so? 
	Selection of foods.

Jewish dietary laws

Bible or Torah
	Sub question: Do Jews have dietary laws?

AT1, L2 – ‘I can say some things that people believe.’
AT2, L2 –‘I can talk about what is important to others with respect for their feelings.’


	WALT: understand why people say prayers before meals.

I can think about why people say prayers before meals and write one of my own.

I can understand what Shabbat is and why Jews rest and eat a special meal on this day. 
	· When do you have special gatherings with your family and friends? What do you do? Do you eat any special foods?

· Talk about the prayer we say before eating – why is it important? (Call it saying Grace)

· In the Christian creation story what did God do on day 7? Talk about resting. What day is the Christian day of rest?

· Do you think Jews believe in the same creation story? Talk about how their Torah is the first part of the Bible so yes they do.

· When do you think the Jewish day of rest is? Jews begin their week on a Sunday, so their day of rest begins on Friday evening and ends Saturday night.

· What is the day of rest called? Sabbath or Shabbat in Hebrew, and Jews rest on this day and eat a special meal because the forth of the 10 Commandments is that we should keep the Sabbath Holy.

· What do you think Jews do before eating their special Shabbat meal? Say a prayer - ‘Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe, who brings forth bread from the Earth.’ Why do people pray before eating?

· Suggested task: Ask the children to write a prayer that they could say before eating. They could work in pairs to scaffold each other’s learning.

· Plenary – some children to read out their prayers and explain why they wrote them. 
	10 Commandments

Torah
	Sub question: 

AT1, L2 – ‘I can say some things that people believe and talk about some of the things that are the same for different religious people.’

AT1, L3 – ‘I can describe some of the things that are the same and different for religious people.’ 

AT2, L2 – ‘I can talk about what is important to me and others with respect for their feelings.’ 

	WALT: understand what Jews do during the Shabbat meal.

I can listen to what happens during the Shabbat meal and talk about why I think they do all of these things.

I can re-enact the Shabbat meal, pretending that I am a Jew and thinking about what I would do and how I would be feeling.  
	· Recap – what did we start learning about in the last lesson?

· Talk about what families do during Shabbat, stopping to discuss the significance of each thing - Shabbat is a time of family. All chores must be finished before Shabbat to ensure it is a restful time. People dress up for Shabbat. Shabbat candles are lit at sunset on Friday, the woman of the house usually does this – custom. The candles are placed in candlesticks, they mark the beginning of each Shabbat and represent to two commandments Zachor (to remember Shabbat) and Shamor (to observe Shabbat). After the candles are lit, families will drink wine out of a special goblet known as the Kiddush Cup. It represents joy and celebration. It is also traditional to eat challah, a soft rich eggy bread in the shape of a braid. Under Jewish law, each Jew should eat three meals on Shabbat and one of the meals should include bread (Challah). Before challah is eaten a prayer is recited in Hebrew which means ‘Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe, who brings forth bread from the Earth.’ Parents will also bless their children on Shabbat. The blessing asks for daughters to be like the four matriarchs (Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah) while sons are blessed to be like Ephraim and Menasheh, two brothers who lived in harmony. 

· Good clip of a family on Shabbat is http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips

      /shabbat/3875.html
· Are there any times when you use special utensils and crockery and eat special foods? Talk about celebrations and how Shabbat is a celebration of God’s gift of rest. 

· Suggested task: Ask the children to work in groups and pretend that they are a Jewish family preparing and taking part in Shabbat. Get them to re-enact Shabbat thinking about how they might feel if they were a Jew. You will need to leave the steps on the board to scaffold their learning.

· Plenary – watch some of the re-enactments and ask the children how they think it would feel being a Jew at Shabbat – get them to think about how they feel at times of celebration.
	Internet – video clip of Shabbat
	AT1, L2 – ‘I can say some things that people believe.’

AT1, L3 – ‘I can use religious words to describe some of the different ways in which people show their beliefs.’
AT2, L2 – ‘I can talk about what is important to others with respect for their feelings.’

	WALT: understand the story of Moses and the Exodus.

I can listen to the story of the Exodus and discuss it, thinking about what happened and why.

I can recreate the part of the story that I think is the most important and explain why I think it is important. 
	· Recap – what did we learn about last lesson? Talk about special meals and gatherings and family and friends again.

· Tell the children that you are going to show them the story of Moses and how he freed the Jews from a Pharaoh who had enslaved them - http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-ten-plagues-of-egypt/4571.html
· What happened in the story?

· Tell the children that this is called the Exodus – when Moses led his people (the Jews or as they were called Israelites) to freedom with the help of God, and that Jews celebrate this at the festival of Passover or Pesach in Hebrew.

· Discuss the story e.g. Why do you think God hurt the Egyptians? Should he have done? Which bit do you think was the most important part of the story and why? Do you think people would wonder about how all of this happened? Can we answer all questions that make us wonder? 
· Suggested task: give the children jumbled up story cards in pairs. They have to rearrange them into the correct order and then discuss which part they think is the most important and why. Extension: discuss how the characters are feeling at each part of the story.  
	Internet – story of the Exodus

Jumbled up story cards laminated for each pair (in the RE cupboard – year 3 box)
	AT1, L2 –‘I can tell a Jewish story.’

AT1, L3 –‘I can describe what a believer might learn from a religious story.’
AT2, L2 – ‘I can talk about some things in stories that make people ask questions.’

AT2, L3 – ‘I can ask important questions about life and compare my ideas with those that influence other people.’

	WALT: understand the symbolism within the Seder Meal.

I can listen to what Jews eat in the Seder Meal and suggest why these foods are symbolic.

I can design my own meal for a celebration, thinking about what foods we could eat and what they would symbolise. 
	· What did we learn about in last week’s lesson? Recap the story of the Exodus.

· During what festival do Jews celebrate this? (Passover) Why do you think they celebrate it?

· Explain that Passover lasts for 7-8 days and is a time of great celebration and family and friends. Talk about how preparing for Passover takes a long time and there are lots of different things that Jews do during Passover but that you are going to focus on the special meal called the ‘Seder Meal.’
· Get out the Seder Plate with the different foods on it that they will eat during this meal, and sit the children in a circle around it. Tell the children that all of the foods are symbolic and have something to do with the story of the Passover. Go through each food, telling the children what it is and get them discuss the symbolism of each food before you tell them what it actually symbolises - The Seder meal is very symbolic and is eaten from a Seder Plate in ritual order while its meaning is discussed. Matzo (unleavened bread) – is eaten three times during the meal to represent the fact that the Israelites did not have time to let their bread rise when they fled from Egypt. A bone of lamb – to represent the sacrifice made during the 10th plague. An egg – represents sacrifice. However, most foods become digestable and soft when they are cooked but eggs become harder, which represents the Israelites determination not to abandon their beliefs under oppression by the Egyptians. Greenery (usually lettuce) to represent new life. Salt water to represent a slave’s tears. Four cups of wine to recall the four times God promised freedom to Israelites and symbolise liberty and joy. Charoset (paste made from apples, nuts, cinnamon and wine) to represent the mortar used by the Israelites to build the palaces of Egypt. An extra cup of wine is also placed on the table and the door is left open for the prophet Elijah who Jews believe will reappear to announce the coming of the Messiah at Pesach.

· Talk about symbolism within other religions such as at Christmas and in other celebrations e.g. wedding and birthdays – what do we eat on these occasions and why? Get the children to see how food plays a big part in most celebrations and how it often has symbolism.

· Suggested task: Split the children into groups and give each of them a celebration that they will know about such as Christmas, Easter, New Year, birthdays etc. Get them to design a meal for these times that has symbolism in it e.g. what could symbolise happiness, sharing, Jesus on the cross, Jesus’ birth etc.

· Plenary: each group to share their meal with the rest of the class and explain why they designed it.
	Seder plate with the special foods on it – Matzo (unleavened bread), bone of lamb, egg, lettuce, cups of wine (Ribena!!!), Charoset
	AT1, L2 – ‘I can say some things that people believe and talk about some of the things that are the same for different religious people.’
AT1, L3– ‘I can describe some of the things that are the same and different for religious people.’


	WALT: understand what a Synagogue is and how the Torah is kept within a Synagogue.

I can think about what the main features of a Synagogue are and discuss how and why the Torah is shown respect in it.


	· Probably take 2 lessons.

· Who can remember what the Jewish Bible is called? Torah – get this or a picture of it out to remind them.

· Who knows what building is the Jewish place of worship? Synagogue – show children pictures of different synagogues. 

· Do you think that the Torah has a special place in a synagogue? Get the children to think about where the Bible usually sits in a Church. 

· Show children the clip on http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-synagogue/485.html (this shows the main features of a synagogue; how the Torah is shown respect and where it is kept).

· If a Torah is available, get the children to demonstrate on it how to undress it to show it respect.

· Why do you think Jews show the Torah respect? Do you think this ritual is important? Can you think of any other religion that does this? Could talk about Islam in which the Qur’an is covered before being put away and is kept higher than any other book, and that Muslims wash their hands before touching it. 

· What do you think about the Synagogue? What are the different parts of it? Is it like you expected, why/not?

· Talk about how the Synagogue is not just a place of worship, but is also at the heart of any Jewish community and events and studying take place in it as well as worship.

· Suggested task: Get the children to make a synagogue – model, floor plan etc. Ask them to make sure that they have all of the important areas in it. 
	Internet – clip of a Synagogue

Torah 

Cardboard boxes, paper, felt tips etc. 


	AT1, L2 – ‘I can say what some people believe.’
AT1, L3 – ‘I can describe some things that are the same and different for believers.’ 

AT2 (L2) – ‘ I can talk about what is important to me and to others with respect for their feelings.’



How did people prepare for the birth of Jesus?
	WALT and Success Criteria
	Main Activities
	Resources
	Assessment

	WALT: explore how we prepare for celebrations.

I can discuss what I think Christians use Advent Wreaths and Calendars for.

I can write about how I prepare for a special events, explaining why I do this. 
	· Show the children the Advent Calendar (RE cupboard) – what are you looking forward to?

· What do Christians look forward to at this time of the year? What’s the Advent calendar for?

· Show the Advent Wreath – what is this for? 

· How do you prepare for a special event such as birthdays?

· Suggested task: write about how you prepare for a special event explaining why you do this.

· Plenary: how do you think people prepared for the birth of Jesus? Scribe and save ideas for next week.
	Advent Calendar

Advent Wreath
	Sub question: How do we prepare for special events?

AT1 (L2) – ‘I can say what some religious symbols stand for.’
AT2 (L2) – ‘I can talk about what happens to others with respect for their feelings.’

	WALT: explore how people prepared for the birth of Jesus.

I can listen to the story of the birth of Jesus and discuss how people prepared for this event.

I can work in a group to explore how the people that waited for the birth of Jesus felt and what they did to prepare. 
	· Show the ideas from last week about how they thought people prepared for the birth of Jesus.

· Tell the Christmas story using the Crib.

· How did people prepare for the coming of Jesus? Who had to wait a long time?

· How do you think the people in the story felt about having to wait a long time? Why did they wait? Would you have waited? 

· Suggested task: ask the children to work in groups, give each group a character from the story who waited a long time for the birth of Jesus. Get them to make a drawing of them on A3 paper and add thought and speech bubbles to say how they were feeling and what they were doing to prepare for the birth of Jesus. 
	Crib

Short version of the story of the birth of Jesus

A3 paper
	Sub question: How and why did people prepare for the birth of Jesus?

AT1 (L2) – ‘I can tell a religious story.’


	WALT: understand how and why Christians prepare for Christmas. 

I can look at video clips and discuss how and why Christians prepare for Christmas.

I can draw different items that Christians use to prepare for Christmas and say what I think they symbolise. 
	· Get children to tell you the Christmas story.

· How do you think Christians prepare for Christmas? 

· Look at video clips on BBC Class Clips of families preparing for Christmas and look at Midnight Mass – what is happening? Why do people go to Midnight Mass?

· How do your family prepare for Christmas? What kinds of things do you do? Identify secular and religious things and ask the children if these are symbolic in any way. 

· Discuss how some Churches call the Sunday before Christmas ‘Stir up Sunday’ – why do you think this is? Talk about how it comes from this prayer “Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." that is said on the last Sunday before Christmas. This is also traditionally when Christmas puddings are made! 
· Suggested task: ask the children to draw a number of different items that people use to prepare for Christmas such as food, Christmas trees, candles, decorations and to write underneath what they think these symbolise. 
	BBC Class Clips

Stir up Sunday prayer
	Sub question: How do Christians today prepare for Christmas?

AT1 (L2) – ‘I can say some things people believe.’

AT1 (L3) – ‘I can use religious words to describe some of the different ways in which people show their beliefs.’
AT2 (L2) – ‘I can talk about what happens to others with respect for their feelings.’
AT2 (L2) – ‘I can talk about what is important to me and to others with respect for their feelings.’



Spring Term
How do fasting and feasting help people to celebrate?
This will build on the year 1 unit about Easter food. Children learn about lots of different religious celebrations and festivals and how food plays an important role in helping religious believers to celebrate and remember. Children should be given the chance to taste lots of different foods from religious celebrations and have a shared experience of feasting. 

	WALT and success criteria
	Main activities
	Resources
	Assessment and sub questions

	WALT: understand why certain foods are special.

I can discuss what foods are special to me and why, listening to other people’s opinions.

I can think of some special foods that are eaten in different religious ceremonies and celebrations. 
	· What kinds of food do you eat at special celebrations? Encourage children to talk about birthdays, weddings etc, celebrations that are not religious as well as religious ones!

· Why do you eat special food? What does it add to the celebration?

· If you had to pick a food that was most special to you, what would it be and why?

· Discuss how eating certain foods can evoke memories and how they are the special things.

· Can you think of any religious ceremonies or festivals in which special food is eaten? Why do you think that is? Make a list for later use. 

· Suggested task: children to create a picture of a food that is special to them. Higher ability should be able to write about what makes it so special. Encourage use of the word because. 
	Pictures of special foods. 
	Sub question: How does eating special foods make people feel?

AT1 (L2) – I can talk about some of the things that are the same for different religious people. 

AT2 (L2) – I can talk about what is important to me and to other with respect for their feelings. 

AT2 (L3) – I can link things that are important to me and other people with the way I think and behave. 

	WALT: find out about the foods eaten during different religious celebrations.

I can work I a group to research and feedback the food eaten in a religious celebration and say why it is eaten.

I can think of some similarities and differences between the foods eaten during different religious celebrations. 
	· Look at the list of celebrations and foods made last lesson. 

· Tell the children that they are going to work in groups to research the different types of foods that are eaten at different religious celebrations.

· Discuss how you are not going to focus on just Christianity, but that they are going to be looking at lots of different religions.

· Talk about what you want them to actually find out.

· Suggested task: split the class into groups and give them a celebration each to research the special food that is eaten during this celebration and its significance. Children could make a poster about this and feedback to the rest of the group. 

· Draw comparisons between the food eaten at different celebrations – are there any similarities or differences?
	Books, internet resources, magazines, leaflets about food eaten during different religious celebrations.

(Suggestions of celebrations – Christian wedding, Eid-ul-Fitr, Jewish wedding, Christmas, Hannukah, Shabbat)
	Sub question: What special foods are eaten at different celebrations and why?

AT1 (L2) – I can talk about some of the things that are the same for different religious people.
AT1 (L3) – I can describe some of the things that are the same and different for believers. 

AT2 (L2) – I can talk about what happens to others with respect for their feelings. 

	WALT: understand why people fast.

I can talk about fasting, understanding why it is important to a lot of Christians during Lent. 

I can talk about what I would give up and why. 
	· What is meant by fasting?

· Has anyone in your family ever fasted? Discuss different reasons why a person might fast – for religious, medical, charitable reasons. 

· Talk about Lent – look at pictures of different people experiencing Lent. Discuss why Christians fast or give something up during Lent – what does it help them to remember (Jesus being tempted by the devil).

· How long is Lent and why? How does it end? Discuss Easter and how Easter has special food and Christians often eat it to celebrate the end of Lent.

· Have you ever had to go without anything? Discussion about how that made them feel. How do you think Jesus felt in the desert? How do you think Christians feel when they give up something for Lent? Discuss shared experience. 

· Suggested task: children to think of something that they could give up for a week and write about why they would give it up and how this would make them feel. Look for children who understand it is important to give up something that is important to them to show they are serious! 
· Plenary: discuss what different people would give up and why. 

	Pictures of Easter food.
	Sub question: What is fasting?

AT1 (L3) – I can use religious words to describe some of the different ways in which people show their beliefs.’
AT2 (L2) – I can talk about what is important to me and other people with respect for their feelings.

	WALT: understand the importance of food in the Last Supper.

I can think about what foods are important during the Last Supper and why.

I can look at artwork from the Last Supper and explain what it might tell a Christian about what happened. 
	· Recap last week’s work.

· What types of foods are eaten at Easter and what do you think they represent? Discuss hot cross buns, Easter eggs etc.

· Teacher to show a picture of the Last Supper – hand it round and put on the visualiser. 

· What is this a picture of? What types of food and drink can you see in the picture?

· Why did Jesus share wine and bread with his disciples?

· How do Christians remember this special occasion? Show video of Holy Communion – possible clip http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-last-supper/4585.html
· Talk about how Christians celebrate and remember Jesus’ suffering through Easter and Holy Communion including the food. Why would they want to celebrate suffering?

· Allow children to taste some of the different foods associated with Easter – how did you feel having this shared experience of food? How do you think Christians feel when they take part in Holy Communion? Discuss the importance of sharing.
· Teacher to put out different pieces of art to do with the Last Supper out on each table. Children to have key holes and put them on the artwork. Sketch what you can see through the keyhole. What does it tell you about the Last Supper?

	Easter food

Artwork of the Last Supper

Keyhole shapes

Video clip of Holy Communion
	Sub question:

What foods are special in the Easter story?

AT1 (L2) – I can say what some religious art is about. 

AT1 (L3) – I can use religious words to describe some of the different ways in which people show their beliefs.
AT2 (L2) – I can talk about what is important to me and others with respect for their feelings.

	WALT: understand how feasting helps people to celebrate.

I can look at a video clip and explain how the shared experience of feasting helps people to celebrate Chinese New Year.

I can design a New Year meal saying how it would help me to celebrate New Year. 
	· Can anyone think of a festival in which people feast to celebrate?

· Look at a video of Chinese New Year. (Possible clip - http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/chinese-new-year/1347.html) 

· What kinds of things can you see? What are they eating and drinking? Why? What is the atmosphere like? Discuss again the idea of a shared experience.

· Discuss how Chinese New Year began as a fight against a mythical creature called Nian who would eat crops, livestock and children. Families would prepare food and put it outside their doors because they believed that after Nian had eaten the food they had prepared, he would leave them in peace.

· Why do you think it is important for a lot of people to cook their own food to celebrate religious festivals?

· If possible allow children to taste and experience some food that would be eaten at Chinese New Year. 

· What types of food do you eat at New Year to celebrate?

· Children to design a New Year’s meal, thinking about what is eaten at Chinese New Year and explaining why their meal is special and how it helps to celebrate New Year.  

	Chinese New Year video clip

Chinese food
	Sub question: 

Why do people celebrate by feasting?

AT1 (L2) – I can tell a story and say some things people believe.
AT2 (L3) – I can compare some of the things that influence me with those that influence other people. 

	WALT: design our own celebration.

I can design my own celebration, thinking about what food and drink I would serve and why. 
	· Discuss what celebrations and ceremonies you have already investigated. What food has special significance in each of these celebrations and can you remember why?

· What would you want to celebrate if you could? Spider diagram different ideas such as celebrating New Year, love, happiness, etc.

· Think about if you wanted to celebrate the environment. What special foods would you want to eat and why?

· Suggested assessment task: children to pick something to design a celebration around and decide what special foods and drinks they would use to celebrate and why. Higher ability should be able to draw links to religious celebrations and the special foods eaten at these. 
	Pictures of food from different religious celebrations
	Sub question:

Why do people celebrate by feasting?

AT1 (L2) – I can talk about some of the things that are the same for different religious people.
AT2 (L2) – I can talk about what is important to me and to others with respect for their feelings.

AT2 (L3) – I can link things that are important to me and other people with the way I think and behave.


How do Christians remember the Last Supper?
	WALT and Success Criteria
	Main Activities
	Resources
	Assessment

	WALT: understand what happened in the story of the Last Supper.

I can listen to the story of the Last Supper and re-enact it.

I can look at some artwork from the Last Supper and discuss what the artist is trying to tell us about this event. 
	· Introduce the topic of Easter to the children.

· What special events do Christians remember at Easter?

· Read an account of the Last Supper in John 13 allowing the children to look at some artwork of it while you are reading.

· What happened in the story? Do you think these paintings represent it well? Discuss what the artist in each painting is trying to tell you about this event.

· Mention the Seder plate in the middle of the table – links with Judaism.

· Suggested task: act out the Last Supper in groups thinking about the most important parts of the story. (You could take pictures and get the children to write captions for them for a display).

· Plenary: does anyone know what day Christians remember this event? – Maundy Thursday.
	Artwork of the Last Supper (RE cupboard)

Story of the Last Supper
	Sub question: What happened in the story of the Last Supper?

AT1 (L2) – ‘I can tell a religious story.’
AT1 (L2) – I can say what some of the art is about.’
AT2 (L2) – ‘I can talk about some things in stories that make people ask questions.’

	WALT: understand the roles that Jesus plays in Last Supper.

I can retell the story of the Last Supper and discuss the roles that Jesus plays within it.

I can create some artwork of the Last Supper, thinking about how I could show his role as a leader or servant. 
	· Explore the word servant – what is servant? Do people still have servants today? (Be careful that the children are not confusing this word with slave).

· Who can retell the story of the Last Supper that we heard that last?

· Could watch a video clip of this to reinforce children’s understanding of the story – BBC Class Clips.

· Do you think Jesus showed that he was a servant in this story? How? 

· Do you have anyone who serves you? Whom do you serve?

· Think about how Jesus was also a leader and use real life examples such as the head teacher, Prime Minster to show how leaders are servants as well.

· Suggested task: create some artwork of the Last Supper, thinking about the different roles that Jesus is seen in. 
	Clip of the story of the Last Supper – BBC Class Clips or CLEO
	Sub question: What roles did Jesus play within the Last Supper?

AT1 (L2) – ‘I can tell a religious story.’
AT1 (L3) – ‘I can describe what a believer (religious person) might learn from a religious story.’

	WALT: investigate what happens in the Maundy Thursday service.

I can discuss why Christians would want to serve others.

I can research what happens in the Maundy Thursday service and discuss the significance of these actions. 
	· Introduce to the children the hymn ‘brother, sister, let me serve you’ – children could have a go at singing it themselves.

· Listening to the words, what do you think this hymn is about? Why do you think Christians sing it?

· Tell the children a story about a Christian who has served others – why would they want to do this? Following Jesus’ example. Can you think of any Christians that have served other – St Francis, Mother Theresa etc.

· Who can remember on what day Christians remember the Last Supper? – Maundy Thursday. Do you think they have a special service on this day?

· Suggested task: give children information about the Maundy Thursday service in Church. Ask them to research what happens in this service and feedback to the rest of the group.
	Hymn – ‘Brother, Sister, Let me serve you.’

Story about a Christian who has served others.

Information on the Maundy Thursday Service
	Sub question: How is the Last Supper remembered?

AT1 (L2) – ‘I can say some things that people believe.’
AT1 (L3) – ‘I can use religious words to describe some of the different ways in which people show their beliefs.’
AT2 (L2) – ‘I can talk about what is important to me and to others with respect for their feelings.’

	WALT: explore how Christians might serve Jesus.

I can listen to a prayer said on Maundy Thursday and discuss what it means.

I can write about how I would serve someone and why. 
	· What did we learn in last week’s lesson?

· Display the prayer ‘Christ has no hands, but ours’ by St Theresa of Avila. What do you think this prayer is about? When might it be said? 

· What could you do to serve someone in school? Discuss the word serve again and how it could simply mean ‘to help.’

· How might a Christian serve Jesus?

· Suggested task: Give the children an outline of a hand or foot and get them to write in it how they would serve someone and why.
	Christ has no hands but ours prayer by St Theresa of Avila

Outline of hands or feet
	Sub question: How can people serve others?

AT1 (L2) – ‘I can say some things that people believe.’
AT2 (L2) – ‘I can talk about what is important to me and to others with respect for their feelings.’

	WALT: explore the prayers and hymns said in the Eucharist service.

I can explore what happens in the Eucharist.

I can write a prayer or hymn to be said in the Maundy Thursday service. 
	· Does anyone know what the Eucharist is?

· It is a re-enactment of the Last Supper, the prayers and hymns in this service remind the Christians that take part in this service that it is a sad day as it remembers Jesus on the edge of death – happens within the Maundy Thursday service.

· Watch a clip of the Eucharist service and ask the children what is happening and what they can see. What did you find interesting or confusing?

· Explore some of the prayers and hymns that might be said this is service.

· Suggested task: in pairs children write a hymn or prayer to be said at this service remembering that it is a sad day and focusing on what it helps Christians to remember.
	Video clip of the Eucharist

Prayers and hymns said in the Maundy Thursday service 
	Sub question: How is the Last Supper remembered?

AT1 (L2) – ‘I can say some things that people believe.’
AT2 (L2) – ‘I can talk about what is important to me and to others with respect for their feelings.’


	WALT: explore the feelings associated with Maundy Thursday.

I can discuss how the people in the story of the Last Supper might have been feeling and how Christians might feel on this day.

I can write about time when I have felt these emotions and compare this with the emotions found in the story of the Last Supper. 
	· How might Christians feel on Maundy Thursday? Talk about how they might be sad, upset, worried but also excited that they get to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection soon and the sacrifice that he made for the world.

· Re-read the story of the Last Supper – how do you think the people in this story feel? Discuss Jesus’ feelings associated with the fact that he knew that he was going to be betrayed.

· Can you think of any times when you have felt this way? Give an example.

· Suggested task: give the children a sheet with different emotions on it that they would find in the story of the Last Supper such as worried, excited, upset, mystified etc. Put the emotions on each side of the sheet with the outline of a face in the middle. Ask the children to write a time they felt this way on the left hand side, draw a face to show this emotion in the middle and write about a time in the story of the Last Supper when people felt like this. 
	Sheet with emotions on it (adaptable one on  p11 of RE Today Opening up Easter)

Story of the Last Supper
	Sub question: How do Christians feel on Maundy Thursday?

AT1 (L2) – ‘I can tell a religious story and say some things that people believe.’
AT2 (L2) – ‘I can talk about what happens to others with respect for their feelings.’

AT2 (L2) – ‘I can talk about what is important to me and to others with respect for their feelings.’
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About this unit:

This unit of RE for the Church of England school in the diocese of St Albans focuses on the exploration of meanings in the creation stories of the Bible. Pupils are encouraged to explore the narratives for themselves with a range of literacy tools, and to respond to some of the big questions about the origins and meanings of life that the stories raise.  The unit takes a story telling approach to some of the key narratives of the Jewish Bible / Old Testament. These stories are shared by different faiths, including Islam.  Pupils will, by using a broad range of literacy skills, develop their understanding of the ways these stories guide and inspire believers.  There are natural connections with the renewed literacy framework. Pupils consider the impact of believing in god on the values and beliefs that people hold about questions like ‘Where do we come from? Why are we heare? Does the beauty in the world suggest a creator God?

In this unit, pupils will have the opportunity to explore artistic, musical and literary expressions of beliefs about the natural world, and to think for themselves about their own ways of seeing the world. By considering a range of viewpoints, pupils’ will be encouraged to face the challenges of different views thoughtfully.

This unit will help teachers in fulfilling local Agreed Syllabus requirements. It has been designed to connect with the Agreed Syllabuses for Bedfordshire, Luton, Hertfordshire and Barnet in appropriate ways, and reflects the learning model of the National Non-Statutory Framework for RE (QCA 2004).

Estimated time for this unit (in hours) 10-12 hours of tuition. Teaching can be flexible, and there is an expectation that teachers will select lesson ideas from those below, and develop their own ideas, rather than follow the unit ‘to the letter’.

Where this unit fits in:

This unit builds on what pupils have already learnt about Christian understandings of God, and may link to the development from FS and Key Stage 1 of knowledge and understanding of the world in science, as well as RE. It aims to enable progression by using biblical stories and beginning to challenge pupils to make links between the material studied and their own thoughts and ideas. Where possible it is good to plan to invite Christian people from the local community to talk with the class about their ideas about the natural world and about God as creator.

RE in the Church of England School

· This unit makes an important contribution to the RE curriculum in the Church of England school, and connects with the intention that RE should be excellent by enabling the spiritual development of all pupils. In this unit, by thinking creatively and deeply about questions of origins and meaning, children are given opportunities to experience the wonder and beauty of the natural world and think about Christian belief that thanks god for this.

· Quality RE in the Church of England school makes space for pupils to explore questions and makes the resources of the Christian tradition available to them. Learning about Christian celebration of Harvest, many kinds of thanksgiving for the ‘good earth’ and care for the planet connects the work to Christian belief in god as creator; these connections are at the heart of this work.

· The best RE takes the personal worth of every child, and the family culture of each seriously, seeking to explore religious ideas, beliefs and practices in ways that are authentic and have integrity. The idea that every child matters to God is explored with pupils in the light of belief about creation.

· The unit offers opportunities to children to think for themselves, and be broad minded and open hearted in their encounters with faith, and to develop their own beliefs and ideas about God as creator and other ideas about the origins of the Earth and humanity.

Issues of continuity and progression – This unit builds upon prior knowledge gained from finding out about religion and Bible stories. In previous years, children may have had the opportunity to reflect on the view that the world we live in is a special place for which we all have responsibility. Children may have learned that Christians believe God has created many beautiful things. Opportunity may have been given to reflect on feelings of awe, wonder and mystery in relation to the natural world and will have recognised the uniqueness of themselves. Building upon this prior knowledge and experience, pupils will look at creation stories and questions to develop knowledge, skills and understanding about religious story. Furthermore, pupils will be given opportunities to ask questions and discuss their own ideas with others and develop open-mindedness.

KEY STRANDS ADDRESSED BY THIS UNIT

· knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs, teachings and sources

· knowledge and understanding of ways of expressing meaning

· skill of asking and responding to questions of truth, meaning and purpose

ATTITUDES FOCUS

· Self Awareness: this unit provides for pupils to explore their own responses to puzzling questions and to experiences of beauty

· Respect for all: this unit allows pupils to develop skills of handling disagreement respectfully

· Open-mindedness: being willing to consider different views is important in this unit

· Appreciation and wonder: Developing pupils’ capacity to respond to beauty, mystery and ultimate questions is at the heart of this unit.

SUPPLEMENTARY work for extension and enrichment

Suggested enrichment and extension opportunities:

· Research a range of different creation stories, or stories of origins

· Take part in a group discussion with an adult about the meanings of the creation stories, and how the stories might relate to scientific understanding

· Use art, poetry and music to explore how the stories of creation are told and retold in the Christian community 

· Express their own ideas and beliefs in creative and thoughtful ways, for example through an argument, or through a work of art.

	Prior learning
	Vocabulary
	Resources

	It would be helpful if pupils have some

knowledge of the Christian, & Jewish faiths

And have heard  a creation story from the Bible or other source.


	In this unit, pupils will have an opportunity to use words and phrases related to:

Christianity
Christian, God, Bible, creation, world, Creator, Genesis, father, 

Judaism 

Jew, Jewish, Shema, mezuzah, Torah, Sabbath.

General religious studies vocabulary:

Mystery. Ultimate question, origins, evolution, creation, science, faith.


	Texts

· Children’s Bible

· Different versions of the creation story

· In the Beginning (also available as Big Book) Steve Turner (Lion Children’s Books) and available as a song: on ‘Songs for the New Millennium’ available from RE Today.

· My Christian Faith Big Book

· My Jewish Faith Big Book

· Storyteller: Jewish Stories by Anita Ganeri (Evans Brothers Limited)

· Pictures & posters of the natural world

· Jewish artefacts used during Shabbat e.g. Shabbat candle, mezuzah, etc

· Spirited Poetry (RMEP) contains many useful ‘I wonder…’ poems by children in the age group top use with pupils.

· RE Ideas: Christianity (ed. Draycott, RE Today: Copiable pack of 50+ lessons for KS2 Christianity

· Picturing Creation (CD, art pack and booklet) from RE Today gives useful creative 

· Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find them by J.K.Rowling & Newt Scamander (Bloomsbury ISBN: 07475544668) includes imaginative descriptions of imaginary animals

· Utter Zoo Alphabet By Edward Gorey (Pomegranate ISBN 0764907123) also includes descriptions of made-up creatures

Web

· The National Association of Teachers of RE: www.natre.org.uk 

· Websites:~www.hubblesite.org: click on ‘gallery’ and follow links for photographs of outer space taken from the Hubble Telescope.

· www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk is the Welsh Virtual Teacher Centre. It contains some good materials for teaching to this age group.

· Christian artefacts (images): www.strath.ac.uk/Departments/SocialStudies/RE/Database/Graphics/Artefacts/CAfacts.html
· REjesus: http://rejesus.co.uk A good range of images of Jesus and interesting points of view.

· RE:Quest: www.request.org.uk An engaging website with a very wide range of materials.

· The National Society supports RE with some books and this website on ‘Encountering Christianity’ www.encounterchristianity.co.uk 

· www.kids4truth.com/eng_creation.htm has an excellent animation sequence of Genesis 1. The site, run by creationists, is open to critique, but the animation is excellent.

· www.reonline.co.uk has some useful resources.

· www.request.org.uk Some good imagery.

· www.bbc.co.uk/religion 

· www.godlyplay.org.uk
· YouTube can be a good source of brief video clips of the wonders of nature (this needs careful teacher monitoring of course)

DVD / Video / visual

Creation Stories 7-11yrs video Quest, Channel 4

Godly Play – Creation (see The Complete Guide to Godly Play, Jerome Berryman)

BBC Watch Places for worship 

Pathways of Belief video – Christianity

Testament DVD from Channel 4 learning / S4C. ‘Creation and the Flood.’, episodes 1 and 2. 

Artefacts: religious artefacts for Christianity, including a cloth book of the creation story are available to purchase from:

Articles of Faith (Tel: 0161 763 6232)   

Religion in Evidence (Freephone 0800 137525)]


This unit makes contributions to the personal development of children:
· Spiritually, by reflecting on the awe and wonder of the world and thinking about ultimate questions of origins.

· Morally, by developing respect for others’ viewpoints and how they view the world and by developing insights into the value of the earth and environmental questions

· Culturally, by considering different views from different communities thoughtfully

	Expectations:  

At the end of this unit

	Pupils working towards the expected level (L2) will:
	· Retell the creation story from the Bible and talk about its importance for Christians and Jews [AT1]

· Ask some questions about creation for themselves [AT1] 

· Offer some suggestions and answers, but acknowledge that some questions that cause people to wonder are mysterious and difficult to answer [AT2] 

· Respond sensitively to questions about their own and others’ experiences and feelings[AT2]

	Pupils working at the expected level (L3) will:


	· Describe the creation stories of Seven Days and of the Garden of Eden, as told by Jews and Christians and some beliefs that come from them [AT1]

· Identify the impact that religion has on people’s lives by talking about the beliefs that come from these stories, and how a believer might respond to the stories [AT1]

· Ask and consider important questions about the beauty of the Earth for themselves [AT2]

· Make links between the stories and some beliefs about creation and origins which they hold themselves [AT2].



	Pupils working beyond the expected level (L4) will:
	· Understand some similarities and differences of belief both within and between religions about God and creation [AT1]

· Describe the impact of religion on people’s lives: what do Christian people do, because they believe god is the creator? [AT1]

· Raise and suggest answers to questions about creation and God for themselves, showing their understanding of controversial questions. 

· Use a developing religious vocabulary to apply their ideas about ‘where we come from’ and the beautiful world [AT2]




	ASSESSMENT SUGGESTIONS: A Possible final assessment task:

RE needs an assessment for learning approach to gathering evidence of pupils’ achievements. There is not a particular need for every unit to produce assessment outcomes on paper.

At the end of the unit, have a discussion with children in which they can say what questions have been answered, and the new ones that have come up .You might set a structured piece of writing as a way of gathering individual evidence, but this is not essential.

a) Judaism

· What do you know about how a Jew spends Sabbath?

· Are there differences or similarities to how you spend your own life?

· If you were a Jew, what changes would you have to make in your life? What would be good about these? (AT2) 

b) Christianity

· What are the good things about the Christian’s story of creation?

· What questions would you ask God about Adam and eve, if you could?

· Christians believe the universe began with the love of God and the word of God. What do you believe about what happened ‘in the beginning’?

c) Questions of purpose

· Some people look at our lovely world and say it must prove there is a wonderful; God who made it all. Other people think it is an accidental world. 

· What do you think? What arguments can you give for your ideas?

d) Final summary

· Ask children to write a short answer to the unit title question: Does a beautiful world mean there is a wonderful God?

	Success criteria (these relate to the suggested discussion above)

· I can create a reflective poem on the puzzling questions I think about when I look at the beauty of the natural world

· I can express my own ideas about God as creator, and talk about other people’s ideas.

· I can say what Christians and Jews believe about God as creator

· I can ask questions about God as creator for myself

· I can suggest / describe / explain ways that we can look after our world

· I can reflect on my own thoughts and feelings about how we care for the earth and what we believe about the Earth’s origins

· I can talk thoughtfully and reasonably about different views of questions of origins.

	Pupils can be asked to remember to:

· Illustrate your understanding of the stories of Genesis thoughtfully

· Show that you understand why different people have different ideas about puzzling questions of beginnings

· Use ideas from the bible and from other sources to discuss the mystery of beginnings

· Suggest why we can all learn from the stories in different ways

· Understand how, for Christian, belief about God as creator is connected to the wish to care for the Earth. 

	Possible level descriptors:

Pupils who can work at level 2 will:
· Suggest meanings in creation stories

· Realise that questions about creation cause people to wonder and are difficult to answer

Pupils who can work at level 3 will:

· Make links between creation stories and the ideas and beliefs which underlie them

· Make links between their own and other people’s ideas about creation and the environment and the questions these raise which are difficult to answer

Pupils who can work at level 4 will:

· Show how religious beliefs and ideas about creation can be expressed in different forms; give meanings for creation stories

· Ask questions about puzzling aspects of creation and creation stories, and suggest answers;

· Apply the idea of ‘creator’ to the world in explaining their own views


	Key questions
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Pupils should learn:
	TEACHING  AND LEARNING


	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Pupils
	POINTS TO NOTE 

	What do Jews and  Christians believe happened “in the begin-ning?”


	To know that Jews and Christians believe in a story of how God created the world and everything in it.

To retell a story about creation.

To think about why these stories are important to Jewish and Christian people.

To respond creatively to the narrative of Genesis 1.
	Who created the world? What does the holy book of the Jews and Christians say?

· Ask children to think of all the questions they would like to answer about the world we live in. Get two or three from every child. Sort out the most interesting and important ones.

· Read the Jewish and Christian story of creation from Genesis 1 with the children. Explain to them that this story matters to Jews and Christians. Talk about whether the story is true, and accept different views about why it might be important.

· Introduction PowerPoint displayed on IWB of the story of God creating the world, to use as a stimulus and encourage discussion.

· Watch the ‘dynamation’ at www.kids4truth.com/eng_creation.htm Discuss with class, thoughts and feelings about the presentation. 

· Look at the pictures of space available on www.hubblesite.org from the Hubble space telescope. Enable pupils to search for their own favourite image here, and to talk about why these images are so important. Consider the idea that Christians and Jews thank God for the wonders of the stars.
Working imaginatively with the story

· Ordering the days in the order of creation – use some sequencing activities with some pictures or words, shared by pairs, groups or the whole class. Create large pictures, showing the sequence. 

· Role-play, musical or dance activities can be used to explore the story creatively: what musical and movement patterns go well with the story?
· Independent activities: Making their own storybooks of the story of creation, using their own ideas to write their own interpretations.

· Hear or sing some songs of creation stories like Doug Horley’s ‘Lovely Jubbly’ song or ‘God said world’ by Steve Turner. 

· Choose one of the days of creation and create a collage picture of that image. 

· Sing ‘Who put the colours in the rainbow?’

· Reading the story in the Bible. Can they recall the days of creation in the correct order? What does the story mean? Which part do they like best?
	I can recall the outline of the creation story from Genesis 1 

I can talk about the things God has created in the world
I can use my creative skills to respond sensitively to the story.

Some pupils: I can recognise that not everyone thinks this story is so important: there are some disagreements about the story.


	PE through dance & music

ICT link

“Kids for Truth” is an evangelical Christian website. This resource tells the Bible story, and is useful in school. Some of their other resources are more suited to Church.

Hubble site: links to the science curriculum.


	Is the world beautiful? 
Is it God’s world? 
Does a beautiful world mean there is a wonderful God? 
	To reflect on the beauty of the natural world

To reflect and create questions in the form of a poem

To recognise that some questions are mysterious and puzzling for everyone.


	How does the creation story make you feel?

· Use some Godly Play activity to stimulate feelings of awe and wonder through story. Enable children to respond through questioning and wondering.

· Display images of the natural world and the universe on the IWB to stimulate reflective responses

· Reflect on a mystery object such as a shell, flower, star or tree. Think of 5 questions, each beginning with how, why, what, who, where. Record them on a mind-map template. Share ideas and then discuss these questions of origins.

· Share and write poems together, drawing upon the children’s thoughts and ideas. Ask the children to express ideas in the form of a poem beginning with, ‘I wonder…’ Or choose to write a poem beginning with ‘Why?’ e.g. 

· Why does it get dark at night?

· Why is the sky as blue as the sea?

· Why are there fish in the sea? 

(See ‘Spirited Poetry’ RMEP for some inspiring examples)
	I can use religious words and phrases to identify some features of the creation story from Genesis

I can create a reflective poem on the puzzling questions I think about when I look at the beauty of the natural world
	NB: Muslim teaching about Creation stories is similar to, and different from the stories of Genesis.

Literacy /

poetry link: the poetry unit in the Literacy Strategy for Year 3 or 4 can connect with this work.

	What questions would you like to ask God about how the world was created?
What does the second creation story in the Bible say? What does it mean?
	To recognise that some questions that cause people to wonder are difficult to answer 

To respond sensitively to thoughts and feelings of others
To learn from the story of Adam and eve in Genesis 2-3

	What questions would you like to ask God about how the world was created?

· Hot Seating activity

· If you had God in the hot seat, what questions would you ask? One member of the group sits on the ‘hot seat’ and can be asked questions by others. Child to answer in role – or perhaps this is a role for the teacher.

The story of Adam and Eve. 

· Genesis 2-3 is the second creation story in the Bible. Listen to the story. 
· Again, pupils generate questions they would like to ask relating to what they have heard. 
· Questions written on whiteboard. In pairs/groups, the questions are carefully considered and one question is selected to be discussed by the whole class. Pupils to be encouraged to justify or give reasons why they have selected the question. 
	I can ask questions about God and the creation story

I am developing my own reasoning and thinking

I can ‘have a go’ at answering tricky questions

I can listen to others’ ideas
	Speaking & Listening link

This method owes a lot to the ‘Philosophy for Children’ movement. If you have a P4C trained colleague, ask them to lead on this.


	What message do Jews and Christians believe God has given us about how we should look after our world?
	To express own ideas about the stories of how God asked people to look after our world.


	In the stories, what did God say about how we should take care of our world?

· Display images on the IWB of natural beauty e.g. waterfalls, mountains, beach, sunset etc. What might be God’s favourite things in all creation? 

· Talk about the creation story and what we have discussed about God. What does the story tells us about God? In pairs, select words and phrases that would describe Him. 

· Talk about the Christian concept of God the father and how Christians believe that God made the world and wants us to look after it. Also talk about the idea that God is like a mother or father, wanting to protect what he has made. How does this make the children feel? Discuss.

· Talk about how the Jewish religion celebrates God’s good earth, and asks its members to make a fruitful world last for the generations that follow us.
	I can say why Christians think God is like a loving father

I can say why Jewish people thank the Almighty for the gift of a fruitful world.

I can say what I think about the stories of creation and about reasons for caring for the Earth.
	The links between work on creation and work on environment need to be carefully made, but are quite obvious in some ways.

	What should people do to care for the beautiful earth?

Why?
	To make links between the creation stories of Jews and Christians and the need to care for the earth today.
	How can we care for the beautiful world?

· Teacher to lead a discussion about caring for 1) animals 2) natural world. Make a list of class ideas about, for example, what animals need, what flowers and trees need, what the Planet needs.
· Consider the idea that Christian people should care for the world if they believe it is God’s creation - it is a gift that we have to look after. 
· What do the stories tell us about the relationship between God and the world, God and people, the world and people? 
Stewards of the earth?

· Introduce the Christian concept of stewardship: If pupils owned a great estate and employed a manager to look after it, what would a good manager do? What would a bad manager do? 
· Are human beings good managers of the world or bad managers? How do we feel when something, or someone, spoils what we have created? (e.g. sandcastles on the beach.) 
· How do pupils think God might feel about the way people treat the world? Why do you think we should care about our world and how can we make a difference? Make two pictures called ‘creation loved’ and ‘creation spoiled’ showing ‘how not to do it’. 
· Brainstorm: how does the Bible tells us to look after our world? What other ideas about care for the earth do we have? Think / Pair / Share about what we can do to take care of our world and environment.
· Make posters or create a class display showing a tree. Each leaf to display an idea, an action, a prayer, a rule to help us look after the world.
	I can suggest ways that we can look after our world
I can apply the idea of ‘stewardship’ to the ways people behave by saying what good stewards or bad stewards might do.
	There are many curricular links to the whole area of learning on human, social and environmental understanding in this work.


	What do Jews say about the creation story?
	To discuss what Jews say about the 7th day of the creation story

To think about the idea that the Earth needs rest, as all people do.
	A story shared by Jews and Christians 

· Discuss the Jewish faith and recap main features of worship and beliefs. Talk about the creation story being found in the Old Testament of the Christian Bible, but this is also called the Jewish Holy Book, the Torah. This includes the book of Genesis, which is also in the Bible. Draw upon other similarities through discussion.

· Re-tell the story of creation and say that Jewish people believe in one God who created the world. Jewish people believe that God created the world in six days.

· You might read from ‘Jewish Stories’ by Anita Ganeri (see Resources list above)
	I can compare Christian and Jewish ideas about the creation story

I can understand and apply the idea of ‘rest’ for people and for the earth.
	Shabbat is an important part of Jewish family life. 

Link this to other RE topics from other units.

	Why is it important to have times of rest?

What makes a rest day a holy day for Jews?
	To know about Shabbat

To make a link between Shabbat, the creation story and their own need for rest.

To appreciate the importance of Sabbath in the Jewish home
	Why is Shabbat special for Jews?

· Each week, Jewish people keep the seventh day holy for rest and worship (Shabbat). Jews believe that on the seventh day, God rested from all his work. He blessed the seventh day and declared it holy for ever, a day on which no work should be done. 

· Shabbat begins at sunset on Friday, when two candles are lit Ito welcome Shabbat in. On Saturday, many Jews go to the Synagogue. Shabbat ends when the first stars appear on Saturday night. Watch BBC ‘Places for worship’ and find out about Shabbat.

· Re-enact a Shabbat meal

· Compare a Jewish child’s Sabbath with how they spend their weekend.
	I know that Shabbat is the holy day for Jews

I can talk about a Jewish child spends their Sabbath and compare it to my own life


	NB: Jewish celebration of Shabbat is a very positive thing. It’s important not to present it as ‘lots of things that can’t be done.’

	How do Jews celebrate God’s creation of the world?
	To know about the festival of Rosh Hashanah

To think about whether the ‘birthday of the world’ should be celebrated by anyone.
	· Talk about the festival of Rosh Hashanah (September-October) and how it is a time when Jews remember the creation of the world. The day is referred to as ‘the birthday of the world.’ It is a time when people think about their faults of the past year. It is the custom at home to eat pieces of bread and apple dipped in honey, this represents the hope for a ‘sweet’ new year. 

· Have a tasting session of slices of apple dipped in honey.

· Invite pupils to reflect on their own lives and share with others if they feel comfortable. Teacher to begin the activity with own examples. 

· Discuss and write about their wishes for a happy new year. Display 
	I can reflect on my own experiences and feelings about rest, about the environment and about the Earth.
	


	What have we learned in this unit of RE?
	To make links between the life of a Jew and my own life

To make links between the creations stories of Genesis and beliefs about God

To reflect for myself on questions of origins and meanings: Does a beautiful world mean there is a wonderful God?
	Summary and drawing out of the learning
At the end of the unit, have a discussion with children in which they can say what questions have been answered, and the new ones that have come up.

a) Judaism

· What do you know about how a Jew spends Sabbath?

· Are there differences or similarities to how you spend your own life?

· If you were a Jew, what changes would you have to make in your life? What would be good about these? (AT2) 

b) Christianity

· Christians believe the universe began with the love of God and the word of God. What do you believe about what happened ‘in the beginning’?

c) Questions of purpose

· Some people look at our lovely world and say it must prove there is a wonderful; God who made it all. Other people think it is an accidental world. 

· What do you think? What arguments can you give for your ideas?

d) Final summary

· Ask children to write a short answer to the unit title question: Does a beautiful world mean there is a wonderful God?

	I can say why my life is similar or different to that of a Jew

I can identify the ways Christians explain the beginning of the world

I can give my opinions about some of this unit’s big questions, thoughtfully.
	This conclusion is not easy, but it’s important for RE to be about big spiritual questions rather than just little religious facts.


Year 3 and 4
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