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Important reminders





Please make sure all items of uniform are clearly named.


Any money sent into school must be in a labelled envelope.


PE kit should be in school every day.


Please listen to your child read as much as possible (at least 3 times a week). Please also encourage independent reading as well.


Should your child not be able to read at home, there is the opportunity to read during break. 
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Year 3 Class Newsletter





We would like to welcome you all back and we hope you have had a fantastic break.  Hopefully everyone is looking forward to what we are sure will be a great Autumn term. 


This newsletter contains information about what you should expect from the Autumn term. In the event of the information or topics changing, I will notify you by letter. 


If at any time you have any questions, or you are unsure of anything, please ask or contact the office and an appointment can be made for a convenient time.





What does learning look like in year 3?


The children will be taught a variety of subjects in accordance of the National Curriculum. 


Maths and English lessons will be taught daily as will Phonics. 


Mathematics


Maths is taught daily, first thing in the morning. We have already started our discrete maths lessons, where we will be focusing on number, place value, counting on and back, estimation and rounding. Then moving onto mental and written strategies for both addition and subtraction as the Autumn term progresses. In addition to our maths lessons, the children will be completing weekly mental maths tests based on the year 3 maths curriculum. The children will have 5 seconds to answer the first 10 questions and 10 seconds for the next 10 questions. The focus of these mental maths tests is to increase their own mental fluency and to apply their knowledge. We will also begin to learn our 3, 4 and 8 times tables, a requirement for year 3. 


English


English is also taught daily, after break. The first two weeks of the Autumn term will see the children focusing on grammar. This will be a recap of the children’s existing knowledge before beginning to move onto the year 3 objectives. 


Following these two weeks, we will then move on to looking at Traditional Tales - more specifically Fables with a moral ending. The children will work towards writing their own Fables. To tie into the lessons, as a class, we will be reading ‘I’ll Take you to Mrs. Cole’ and a variety of other well-known fables. 


The children will engage in daily Guided Reading sessions. A captivating timetable has been designed to ensure the children are provided with high quality reading activities. The activities will include reading as a group with Miss Williams, reading their books independently with Mrs. White or Mrs. Lynch, visiting the school library or independently completing comprehension or years’ 3 and 4 word list activities. 


The children’s spellings will derive from daily whole class Phonics lessons. The spellings will be sent home on a Monday and the children will be tested on their new words on a Friday. 





                                           






































Our motto is:


Alta Pete – Aim High


‘Let your light shine’


“The primary aim of the school is to help each pupil reach his or her full potential so that they may develop the attitudes, skills and knowledge to take full advantage of the opportunities available in their future lives."








   





     























Science & Topic


Our first science topic will be ‘Animals, including Humans’. This topic will involve looking at our human bodies and comparing them to those of a variety of animals. We will look at the food groups we need to be able to stay healthy and how skeletons and muscles work. Our science topic after half term will be ‘Light’. 


Our first topic of the Autumn term will be ‘Extreme Earth’. The children will be learning about the layers of the earth and how natural elements such as volcanoes and earthquakes occur. Our second topic after half term will have a geography focus entitled ‘Our European Neighbours’. The children will learn all about the countries around the UK and famous landmarks and knowledge about those countries. 


The children’s homework will be in accordance of their topic work and will be sent home in due course. 


Physical Development


 PE with Miss Williams will take place every Monday afternoon and our lessons will focus on dance and gymnastics. The children will have a second PE lesson with Miss Plant on a Thursday afternoon where the children will enjoy football and tag rugby lessons. Please ensure your child has a named PE kit in school every day as sometimes the lesson times could change due to special events. Children are required to remove or cover earrings for all PE lessons. It is preferred that children have a black pair of trainers and navy blue/black jogging bottoms included in their PE kit as some PE lessons will take place outside.


Foundation Subjects


We are learning about Hinduism in RE this half term focusing specifically on ‘Diwali’. We will then move on to looking at Christianity and the Christmas story as the term heads towards Christmas.


In Music we will be focusing on animal magic songs and then repeating sounds. 


For PSHE we will be following the Jigsaw scheme which will entail short weekly lessons on a Wednesday. The first half term will focus on ‘Being me in my world’ and after half term the focus will shift on to a new topic entitled ‘Celebrating differences’. 


For Art and DT, the Autumn term will have an Art focus with the topic ‘Body art’ to coincide with our science topic. After half term we will look at ‘European art’ to coincide with our geography topic.


Computing will be taught by Mrs Hart on a Thursday afternoon where the children will engage with a topic entitled ‘Keeping Informed’. They will also discuss the importance of staying safe online. 


Homework


Homework will consist of daily reading, weekly spelling, weekly Mathletics and a half termly project.  Homework will be project based in accordance with the school’s homework policy. The homework will focus on the children’s current topics in class. The tasks set will allow the children to extend their knowledge. 


Children will be set weekly spellings to learn which will be sent home on Monday and they will be tested on Friday. 


Reading at home is integral to children’s learning. Please sign their reading records when you hear them read. Ideally each child should read at home at least 3 times a week. Please also encourage the children to read independently to build a love for reading and to read for pleasure. 





The homework is given to develop an effective partnership between home and school. It has many aims but primarily it is to consolidate and reinforce skills. It may also extend learning through research and investigation.


The task set is the responsibility of the child with the support of parents. Homework encourages independence and responsibility in the children.





We hope this year will be exciting as well as educational for your children and I hope this information has been helpful.


The Year 3 team – Miss Williams, Mrs. White and Mrs. Lynch.
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